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T HE N a n was Gude 


againſt certain Infringementsof the RicuTs 


and LIBERTIES of the ComMMons and 


Cirizkxs of Dublin, I thought there would be no 


need of troubling the Public again, upon the like 


Occaſion, judging the Rights, therein aſſerted, ſo 


plain and reaſonable, that no Enemies, much lefs 
Members of the ſame Community, could attempt to 
with-hold, or reſtrain them, after they had been ſo 


fairly and impartially ſtated and laid before them. 
But, finding the reverſe, I think it incumbent on 
me to make >andther Effort for LiBerTY ; in which 


J ſhall endeavour to explain, more fully, the Hi- 


ſtory of the Foundation and Conſtitution of this 


City, and point out, more particularly, thoſe 


Abuſes of which the Commons complain; and for 


Redreſs of Grievances, I ſhall offer the beſt Expe- 
dients that occur to me, 


As the Advocates for Liberty and Truth are but 
too few among us, and but inconſiderable in their 


Stations in Life, compared to thoſe of the prevail- 


ing Faction, who have the Advantages of Power and 
Opulence, to open the Ears of the GREAT to their 
Clamours, to gain Sanction for their diſguiſed A- 


buſes, and to give Weight to all the falſe Inſinua- 


tions and foul Calumnies they can vend againſt us, 
however unjuſt and injurious; it is high time for 


ſome to appear, more openly, in this Cauſe, to 
undeceive the abuſed Populace, by ſtating the Con- 


teſts that have divided the Councirs of the City, 


in the Proper Es that the impartial World 


may 


i 
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may be able to judge of the equitable Proceedings 
of the Commons, by ſeeing the hateful, ſlaviſn Op- 
preſſions impoſed upon them, and attempted to be 


confirmed, by the Subverters of our Civil Conſti- 


tution 


SOME, perhaps, may think, that the powerful 


Oppoſition given, and the Diſadvantages under 
Which the People labor, ſhould diſcourage all At- 
tempts of this kind, as it offers but a bad Proſpect 


of Succeſs. From ſuch let me ever diſſent. The 
moſt daſtard Coward would be brave, was he always 


' aſſured of vanquithing his Adverſary. The greater 
the Difficulties oppoſed to the regaining Liberty, 
the more noble the Attempt, the more glorious 
the Conqueſt. He, who is inſlaved by ſuperior 
Force, is an Object of Compaſſion ; but he, that 


any ways, aſſents or conſents to Slavery, is a Wretch, 


of all, others, the moſt odious and contemptible. 


I may poſſibly be the one, but will not, can not, 


be the other. I am ſenſible of the great Excellency 
and Happineſs of our ConsTiTUT10N, and tho* I 
ſhould be ſingle, in this Inſtance, yet no worldly 


Conſideration ſhall ever induce me to give up ta- 


citly, the meaneſt Out- work, the leaſt Fragment of 
Civil Liberty. Therefore, diſqualified as I may be 
in moſt reſpects for this important Undertaking, 
I venture to, embark in the generous Cauſe ; ha- 
Zarding the Enmity of many, braving the Sneers 


of ill-· natur'd Critics, the Ill- humour of immortal 
Wits and Satyriſts, and deſpiſing and contemning 
all grovelling, narrow, ſelf-intereſted Spirits; and 


with full Aſſurance, that the Subject muſt inſpire 


the weakeſt and loweſt of the FREE-MEN, with all 


that may be neceſſary for its Support, and Defence, 


I thus, ſound the Trump for, and ſet up the Stan. 
dard of, LIBERTY, to call all that bear the once, 
glorious Name of Fa EE-MxN, to aſſert their Riohs 
under her Banner. 
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I 1nviTE you not, my BxETHREN and Faizxps, 
to baſk and banquet in the alluring Sun-ſhine o 
Power: Nor do I ſummon you to clandeſtine Clubs, 


nor ſeditious Parties, under a religious or politic De- 

nomination, calculated to ſerve the private Views 
of a Few; where, by appearing either violent or 
ſervile, you may ſecure yourſelves the Intereſt of a 


Fackion, and fatten with the Spoils of the Vanquiſh- 


ed. No; your Cauſe neither requires, nor can be 
ſupported by any Degree of Corruption. I cite you, 


therefore, to take a ſummary View of your natural 
and legal Inheritance, to ſee how, and wherein, 


your excellent Conſtitution has been poiſoned, your 


rhoſt wholeſome Laws openly violated ; your ſacred 
Rights invaded, your Mears and Bounds beaten 


down, and your goodly Heritage ravaged and laid 
waſte ; at preſent a melancholy Scene indeed ! but 


neceſſary to enable you to * the Aggreſſors, 
and bring them to condign Puniſhment, and to re- 
cover your loſſe& B and Liberties, _ 
LIBERTY, my . ab the beſt Gift of Hea- 
ven, is your Inheritafice ; granted, indeed, to all 
the Sons of Adam in common, by the firſt Law 


implanted in Man's Boſom, and eſtabliſhed and 


confirmed to Mankind, by the Great CHarTER of 
civil and religious Liberty, the Chriſtian Diſpenſa- 
tion; which, "being the Gift of no Man, is not in 
the Power of any, without your Conſent, to take 
away, or reſtrain. This is that happy Eftate, in 
which alone, ſacred Property | is ſecure, and true Re- 
tigion can flouriſh : This is the Stock on which 


alone, Arts, Sciences and Trade can be ingrafted, 


grow, and bring forth all delicious, all defirab'c 


Fruits : This is the fair, fertile Sojl, in which, if e 


duly cultivated, neither deleterious Plant, Or noxious 


Animal, can long ſubſiſt, on which fell Tyranny « can 


never ſecurely ſtand.: In ſhort, this is an inexhauſti- 
ble, beavenly Treaſure, from whence all the Goods, 
all the Neceſſaries of mortal Life are to be drawn; 
it never yet has failed, when applied to give Strength 


te 
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to the weak, Comfort to the afflicted, Redreſs to the 


| injured and oppreſs'd, and raiſing Scourges for Sla- 
very, and Avengers of arbitrary Power. This, ſure- 


| % is the Vinczard which juſfly demands all your 


are and Culture, to improve, ripen, and Preſerve 
its invaluable Fruit, from the Force, or Surreption 
of preying Enemies; that your Chanel may overflow 
with the healthful Juice thereof, to warm and invi- 


gorate every loyal, free Heart, whoſe Organs are 
prepared to receive and digeſt the enobling Fluid. 
| what railed the an- 
tient States of Greece and Rome to be the Objects of 
the Envy and Admiration of the reſt of the World; 
Vas it not Liberty? It was; and neither Rei. public 
fell, till the Members grew corrupt, and loſſed 
: their Liberty. 
brought to nought the many Attempts made to in- 
ave our Anceſtors and Brethren of Great Britain, 
by foreign, as well as in-born Tyrants; was it not 
Liberty? What has reſtored and preſerved the Bri- 
tiſß, and, with it, our Conſtitution, in happy Free- 
dom and pure Religion; was it not Liberty? And to 
what do we owe, the greateſt Bleſſing our States 
can, at preſent, boaſt, a Proteſtant Kine, the Bul- 
wark of Europe's Peace and Liberties, as well as 
of ours, at the Head of a great People, on the 
, Throne of theſe free Kingdom? Is it not to Liber- 
| ty alone? Laſtly, conſider to what End have our 
 Anceftors, brave free-born Britons, left their native 
Climate, to ſettle in this remote, and then unculti- 
. vated Jie? Was it not at the requeſt of an oppreſſ- 
ed King, and injured People, to reſtore their Rights 
and Liberties, and to impart a free and generous 
Spirit to the hole? Shall we then, their Offipring, 
| diſdain the noble Stock, and degenerate into the 
Slavery and Barbariſim which we ſhould reclaim ? 
- _ Shall we, who have ſeen, and reaped ſo many 
more Advantages from Liberty, than our Prede- 
| cer could have done, 


REMEMBER, my Friends, 


Call to mind what oppoſed and 


become ſuch ungrateful 
Slaves 


6 1 110% fees 
Slaves, ſuch perjured Parritides, as thus ſoon to for- W all 
5 get the Benefits of, and perfidiouſiy to abandon, this unde 
| glorious Spirit, the very Vitals of our Conſtitution; ever 
| | or ſuffer it to be ſuppreſſed by others ? God forbid! 074 
l: Tat ſuch Conſiderations, as theſe, will have Rem 
if due Weight with moſt of you, 1s with me no matter P ro! 
. of Doubt. But if there ſhould be any among us, not 
U ſo abject, as to be more influenced by fear of Evil, ſince 
1 than love of Good; let ſuch look around, and ſee Or #7 
f all Parts of the World utterly ruined and undone, WOU 
| whereſoever they have loſt their Liberty. Egypt, 0 2 
1M Greece, and Rome, in antient Hiſtory, beſt ſhew the | off 
| Difference between a State of Liberty and Slavery, I 
| Germany, Spain, and France, in modern. The for- mo! 
| mer, from whom, during their Liberty, the reſt of 1 8 
the World drew Literature, Arts, "Morals, and ſon 
9 Policy, are now reduced to ſuch a wretched State of hea) 
N Slavery, and its Attendants, Ignorance and Barba- m 
4 riſm, as to be a Scandal and Reproach to human Elo 
| Nature; and the later, Spain and France, eſpecially, > Me 
| who were not long ſince as free as we can boaft, fro 
| tho* they, with the recent Romans, ſtill retain the Mi 
| Titule of Chriſtians, are, notwithſtanding, obpro- in 
| brious to that divine Appellation, nay even to hu- ! 
man Nature; having all the moſt horrible Charac- ber 
| tteriſtics and Badges of Slavery; Lives and Proper- an 
* ties dependent on the Luſt or abſolute Will of the Ri 
| reigning Tyrant, and their Conſciences under the In- far 
| . fluence and Direction of mercenary Monts and an 
| Prieft-. EE | VII ; 9 { Ca 
Ie LIBERTY, then, be deſirable for religious as Sl: 
well as palit cal Reaſons, and Slavery, on the con- | ©! 
1 trary, as the whole Voice of Nature confeſſes, be 
ö odious and deteſtable; is it not the aparent Intereſt, Y 
f as well as the indiſpenſable Duty, of every Indivi- 1 
| cual to cheriſh and preſerve the one, and ever b 
N Branch thereof, and to oppoſe, and erradicate the S. 
1 other, to erace all Footſteps, and to avoid all Ha- 
dos and Colors thereof? Certainly it is. We can tl 
; | reckon _ 
4 
| 
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bekes ourſelves ſafe, had Slavery only aſſailed our 
Walls, and much leſs when any of our Members are 


under its direful Influence. It is a fatal Contagion, 
ever concomittant to Corruption; which, it the 


"morbid Limbs be not timely lopped off, and Noe 


Remedies ſeaſonably applied, makes a moſt ſpeedy 
Progreſs, from the loweſt to the higheſt. We can- 


not too much abhor this depraved infectious Spirit, 
ſince it is moſt probable, that he who would corrupt, 
or inſlave the ſmalleſt Borough, nay a ſingle Perſon, 
would hardly heſitate at inſlaving the greateſt State, 


to gratify his brutal Ambition, was he but poſſeſſed 
of ſufficient Power. 
I am ſatisfy'd, that, in ts 1 BA Gi nothing 
more, than many of you have as juſt a Senſe of, as 
I can pretend to; but I rather venture to trouble 
ſome with Prolixity, than, by an over Conciſeneſs, 
leave any in doubt. As it lies out of the way of 
my Trade, I can have no Pretenſions to Oratory, or 
{ Eloquence ; you cannot therefore expect a regular 
: Method, nor an elegant Stile, or correct Diction 


from me, in this poor, but well- intended Eſſay. 
1 Mine. Endeavours are to ſtate plain, certain Falls, 


in artleſs Truth and. Simplicity ; to point out, as well 
as J am able, without Aſſiſtance, the Rights and Li- 
\ berties of you, my Brethren and Fellow- citizens; 
and to ſhew in what Inſtances, and by whom, theſe 
' Rights are withheld... Whereby I; hope, at the 
ſame time, to revive 2 ſuppreſſed Spirit of Libergy, 
and prompt every one to, his Duty; and to. vindli- 
cate my Brethren of the Commons from the foul 
| Slander and Calumny, upon all Occaſions, induſ- 
triouſly thrown upon us, by our Antagoniſts. 5 
To you my BRETHREN and , CONSTITUENTS, 


Who have not bent the Knee to Baal, nor ſold your 


: Inheritance for a Meſs of Pottage; who diſdain the 


Wages of Proſtitution, and would rather be 


| good than great; to yon alone I write ; your Ser- 
| Pete and ſubmit 
or the beſt Service 

IJ can 


vant 1 am; to your Judgment I a 
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1 muſt lay before you a ſhort Hifory of the Found i- , 
were it not for the great Difficulty I ,myſelf found 


| Sacred Scriptures, in theſe Nations, before the 71 


Fer ? 

I can offer you, as well as my Country 1 in general, | 
promoting the Cauſe of Liberty. \ 
Ix order to give a juſt; clear Notion of our Caſe, : 


tion, and ſome Account of the Conflitution of this 1 
CrTy. This I ſhould nat have judged neceſſary, : 


in acquiring any Knowledge of theſe Matters, which E 
is owing to our Charters being, till lately, like the 


formation, in an unknown Tongue, and in the Cuſ- 


tody of a Few ; who, as they grew more corrupt, 
fell into [gnorance, or, for their own. Ends, found it +a 
neceſſary to lay them quite ade, and to ſet up their dit 


own deluſive Traditions and Inventions, in their 1 


room; to the utter Subverſion of our Franchiſes,,; [<li 
and the Deſtruction of all Oran and good Government} K. 
among us. For it was thus dur Inflavers firſt ex- toi 
Quite the Commons all public Adminiſtration, di- vi, 
veſted them of their Properties, and with them, ve 
their Powers, in 8 and 8 a fo 


the ſame chernſchves” | 2 


— 7 
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only Expedients by which even Liberty and ights, 12 
which were firſt thereby deſtroyed, could be re- 


ſtored, became revered, and deemed virtuous Ac-. 


tions, becoming the moſt magnanimous. To this 
' wretched State was poor Feland reduced, when 
Mc, Morogh, King of Teinſtor, was e WI. 
ſome of t neighbouring Potentates. 

. [To be continued. 1... 
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N this Reger. his laſt Reſource was to ap- 
[ic th to Henry II. then King of England, who 


Cuſ- . 
rupt, Tr in no Condition, at that Juncture, to 
nd it aſſiſt dim otherwiſe, could only recommend his 
their diſtreſſed Brother to his Britiſh Subjects; and ſo 
their Igave Patents of Licence to all ſuch, as were in- 
hiſes,;clined to go to the Aſſiſtance of this dethroned 
ment King, in recoveringakis loſt Regal Power and Terri- 
t ex- tories.  Whereupaf many of the more free and ci- 
di i. vilized People of England, our Progenitors, came 
1em, -voluntarily to the Aſſiſtance of this Iriſh Prince, 
muß fought his Battles, and repoſſeſſed him of his Do- 
minions. Me. Morogh, in conſideration of the 
nous Generoſity and Bravery of theſe Engliſh Auxiliaries, 
iſm, granted many of the Officers Eſtates, and encou- 
e of | raged them to ſettlevhere ; ſo that in time they in- 
f his. termarried with the native Jriſb, particularly the 
and. Earl of Strigul, commonly « called Strongbow, who 
re- married the King's Daughter, and at her Father's 
Pro- Death, ſucceeded to his Kingdom. In ſhort, moſt 
gave of the Englt fo Adventurers and Soldiers gained ſome 
that * conſiderable Settlements here, and in order to re- 
till deem the whole Nation from the horrid Slavery and 
the Barbariſm with which it was then over run, brought 
te, it firſt under the Protektion, afterwards under the 
re- Government of the King of England; whence Arts 
c- and Sciences, the inſeparable Attendants of Liberty, 
in proceſs of time were introduced. At length the 
hen whole Ifland appeared of fuch Importance, that it 
V oa nt yader a epa ee . 
| 5 1 after 
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after the Model of the Enghfh, under Prince Jobn,. 
IF 


the King of England's ſecond Son, whoſe Poſterity 


might have poſſeſſed the Crown of Ireland, ſolely thus 


and feparately, to this Day, 


Richard I. died without Iſſue, whereby the Crown 
of England devolved upon the Head of 


eſtabliſhed, with as ample Powers, 


thoſe in England had enjoyed; 


| JEN and uncorrupted Elefions. 


T Rus this Nation was firſt brought into the Mo- | 


Government; 


| del of the Britiſh "and as that im- 


proved or revived, ſo did this till at length all 
Footſteps of Barbariſm and Slavery were entirely 


done away, by fulfilling the oRIOIN AT Compacr, 


and giving to Al the Benefit of the Laws, in com- 
mon, which, for ſome time, werę confined to the 


Angliſb Pale, 
By this Means 
this Country. Nothing more was wanting to com- 
pleat one of the beſt Conſtitutions in the World: 


with a few naturalized Steps only. 


A Legal, not an Imperial Government; a Body 
wherein ALL the Members, if not diſtempered, are 


and muſt concur to make the whole 


egually free, 


happy: Where aLL are ſet upon fo juſt a Parity, 
that the Rights, Liberties, 


ny and Oppreſſion; as long as they can retain their 
Virtue and Integrity. — 
ſhort Digreſſion here. 
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John, his 
younger Brother, before called only Lord of Ireland. 
Finally, ſeveral Cities and Towns Corporate were 
Privileges, © 
Free- cuſtoms, Liberties,” and Immunities, as any of f 
and to compleat 
the whole, MAGNA CHART A, a great Charter of 
Rights and Liberties, was granted to the whole Na- 
tion, agreeable to that of England, after whoſe _ 
Manner, for the further Security of the Rights and 
Liberties of the Whole ParLiamENTS were inſtitut- | 
ed, wherein the People gave their Suffrages, by 
Repreſentatives appointed among themſelves, by 


„Civil Liberty became eſtabliſhed in 


and Properties of all 
Ranks are equally ſecure, and free ſrom all Tyran- 


Permit me to make a 


had not the elder Son, has 


dole 


n, | 
rity 1 


EN 


IT might be reaſonably imagined, that LIBENTv, 


lely thus eſtabliſhed, could never be ſhaken. —But ſuch 
3on, has been our Misfortune, that our Security begot In- 


Own 
his 
and. 


vere. 


dolence and Sloth, which opened an Inlet to Corrup- 
tin, and paved the way for ambitious Parricides to 


ſpoil, and trample on the Necks of, their unwary 
/ Brethren. For, upon Fraad and Corruption s taking 
ges, 
7 of 
leat | 
of 
ſeized on the Franchiſes, Treaſure, Powers, and 
Liberties of the Corporations, For, when the Light 
of Liberty was once extinguiſhed, or ſuppreſſed, 
' Charters and Franchiſes were eaſily ſtolen, and the 
Theft as eaſily concealed, by Corruption and Artifice. 
In this Manner have Rights, natural and legal, been 
ſet at nought, and whole Bodies of Men infſlaved 
not by open Forte and Violence; for, that could never 
ſo effectually have prevailed ; but by a Gradation of 
© Treachery and Fraud, ſweet, tow- -operating, but 
more deadly Poiſons. No wonder. then, we now 
| ſee the PeovLE's Right of making free Elections to 
Places of Honor, Profit, and Truft, and which were, 
by them, in the Days of their Freedom and Integrity; 
made in Favor of Merit alone, without any regard 
do private Intereſt, now, entirely wreſted out of their 
Hands, and placed! in a Few; in ſo much, that all 
Offices are publickly bought, and ſola, in many 
* Corporations in this Kingdom, to the eternal Infa- 
my of the Corrupter, as well as Corrupted. Though, 


place, Liberty vaniſhed ; ſo the ſmaller Boroughs 


/ firſt, and next, ſome of the Cities, fell as Victims 


to the Luſt and Ambition of a Few avaricious Men 
in Power; who ſurreptitiouſly and ſacrilegiouſly 


amidſt theſe melancholy Reflections, I moſt hearti- 
ly rejoice, that you have, on all Occaſions, hitherto, 


: preſerved your Freedom and Independence, in Elec. 
tions, great and ſmall, where you have not been 
impoſed on, where unjuſt Force has not prevailed, or | 


the Laws have not abridged, or abrogated your 
Powers, or Privileges ; yet, 1 cannot help lamenting, 


| * you are almoſt fingle © in this Inſtance ; molt of 


Be the 
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after the Model of the Engliſb, under Prince Joby, 4 
the King of England's ſecond Son, whoſe Potterity # 
might have poſſeſſed the Crown of Ireland, ſolely 4 thu: 
and feparately, to this Day, had not the elder Son, has 
Richard I. died without Iſſue, whereby the Crown dole 
of England devolved upon the Head of John, his fi. 
younger Brother, before called only Lord of Ireland. ſpo 
Finally, ſeveral Cities and Towns Corporate were B 
eſtabliſhed, with as ample Powers, Privileges, | x 
Free- cuſtons, Liberties, and Immunities, as any of firſ 
thoſe in England had enjoyed; and to compleat to 
the whole, Macna CHARTA, a great Charter of m 
Rights and Liberties, was granted to the whole Na- | ſei; 
tion, agreeable to that of England, after whoſe \ Lit 
Manner, for the further Security of the Rights and of 
Liberties of the Whole ParLiamenTs were inſtitut- 
ed, wherein the People gave their Suffrages, by 7 
Repreſentatives appointed among themſelves, by In 
| Jr and uncorrupted Election. ſet 
Taus this Nation was firſt brought into the Mo- no 
del of the Britiſh Government; "and as that im- fo 
proved or revived, ſo did this, till at length all T1 
Footſteps of Barbariſm and Slavery were entirely m 
done away, by fulfilling the oRIOIN AL Compact, fe 
and giving to Al the Benefit of the Laws, in com- 
mon, which, for ſome time, were confined to the 
Engliſh. Pale, with a. few naturalized Steps only. 
By this Means, Civil Liberty became eſtabliſhed in 
this Country. Nothing more was wanting to com- 
pleat one of the beſt Conſtitutions in the World: 
A Legal, not an Imperial Government; a Body 
wherein ALL the Members, if not diſtempered, are 
. equally free, and muſt concur to make the whole 
happy: Where ALL are ſet upon ſo juſt a Parity, 
that the Rights, Liberties, and Properties of all 
Ranks are equally ſecure, and free from all Tyran- _ 
ny and Oppreſſion; as long as they can retain their 
Virtue and Integrity. Permit me to make a 
ſhort Digreſſion here. N 
f . * * 1 2 Ir bl 


A 
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; EN 
I x might be reaſonably imagined, that LIBENTv, 
lely thus eſtabliſhed, could never be ſhaken. But ſuch 
on, has been our Misfortune, that our Security begot In- 
own dolence and Sloth, which opened an Inlet to Corrup- 
his iin, and paved the way for ambitious Parricides to 
land. ſpoil, and trample on the Necks of, heir unwary 
were Brethren. For, upon Fraad and Corruption's taking 
eges, place, Liberty vaniſhed ; ſo the ſmaller Borougbs 
y. of! firſt, and next, ſome of the Cities, fell as Victims 
pleat ! to the Luſt and Ambition of a Few avaricious Men 
r of in Power; who ſurreptitiouſly and ſacrilegiouſſy 
Na- ſeized on the Franchiſes, Treaſure, Powers, and 
hoſe Liberties of the Corporations, For, when the Light 
and | of Liberty was once extinguiſhed, or ſuppreſſed, 
itut- Charters and Franchiſes were ealily: ſtolen, and the 
, by | Theft as eaſily concealed, by Corruption and Artifice. 
, by In this Manner have Rights, natural and legal, been 
et at nought, and whole Bodies of Men inflaved , 
Mo- not by open Forte and Violence; for, that could never 
im- ſo effeually have prevailed ; but by a Gradation of 
1 all * Treachery and Fraud, ſweet, flow-operating, but 
rely more deadly Poiſons. No wonder, then, we now 
er, fee the Proplk's Right of making free Elections to 
om- Places of Honor, Profit, and Truft, and which were, 
the by them, in the Days of their Freedom and Integrity , 
nly. made in Favor of Merit alone, without any regard 
din to private Intereſt, now, entirely wreſted out of their 
>Mm- + Hands, and placed in a Few; in ſo much, that all 
d: Offices are publickly bought, and ſold, in many 
ody © Corporations in this Kingdom, to the eternal Infa- 
are my of the Corrupter, as well as Corrupted, Though, 
ole amidſt theſe melancholy Reflections, I moſt hearti- 
ty, ly rejoice, that you have, on all Occaſions, hitherto, 
all | preſerved your Freedom and Independence, in Elec- 
an- tions, great and ſmall, where you have not been 
1eir impoſed on, where unjuſt Force has not prevailed, or 
ea the Laws have not abridged, or abrogated your 
Powers, or Privileges ; yet, 1 cannot help lamenting, 
IT that you are almoſt Kalten this Inſtance; moſt 0 
„„ . 2 Ee 
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the neighbouring Corporations having baſely pro- 


ſtituted their Freedom, and ignobly and perfidiouſly: | 
ſold their Inheritance, What a hapleſs Proſpect, C 
then, have we, who ſee around us, ſome of our \ 
Country-men, not long ſince poſſeſſed of all the Li. 
Berties and Privileges of Free-men, now deprived of Hh 


all but the bare Name, and ſordidly expoſed to ſale, jt 1 


like the Beaſts deſtined to Slaughter]! Should not 
this Conſideration raiſe a generous Abhorrence of th 
_ theſe abominable. Abuſes, in every free Breaſt ?; | 
Should it not excite every Free-man to aſſert his Li» 
Berty and Rights, and exert his utmoſt legal Force, 
in guarding his. [aberitance ? ſhould it not unite all 
Proteſtant Hearts in the Common Cauſe of Liberty, 
ſince this City is the only Place of Refuge remaining, 
at this Day, in the Kingdom, for oppreſſed Fre- 
dom; And ſhould we not uſe all Diligence in rein- 


forcing ourſelves, as our Strength is not a little re- 
duced, by many Infractions of our Franchiſes and 
Rights, as well as by breaking down all Barriers 
about us? but to return to mine hiſtorical- 
Narrative. VV 


As ſoon, as the Crown of England poſſeſſed itſelf 
ol ſufficient Power and Authority in this Kingdom, 


Care was taken to tranſplant divers Colonies from 


Corporate, of which DuzlIxN was one of the firſt. 
Of this the People of Briſtol got a Grant, impow- 


ering them to poſſeſs and inhabit the ſame, to trade 


therein, with the Addition of all the Honors, Por- 
ers, Privileges, Free- cuſtoms, Liberties, and Inmu- 


zitics, which they had before enjoyed, or to which: 


they were intituled, not only in Briſtol, but through- 
out the Britiſh Dominions, by Virtue of Letters Pa- 
tent, or otherwiſe, Which, by ſundry ſucceding 
Grants, have been variouſly ſtrengthened, confirmed, 
and enlarged, with ample Donations in Money and: 


Lands granted, in Conſideration of the City's. being 
the principal Defence of the Englih Pale, che Sups - 


: Pore 


England hither; to erect many Cities and Toums 


= 


e 


K ren 


- of, the whole Nation. 
CnaRTERS you may ſee in the Remonſtrance before 
c 1 from bag. 6 to 20. 


[ 13 J 
rt of the Britifh Intereſt in, and the beft:Bulwark: 
A ſhort Abſtract of theſe: 


Tux Men of Bristol being thus ſecured: of the 


4 like Franchiſes, which they had at home enjoyed, 


is probable, thought it no hazard to their Li ber- 


iy, to come into a Climate not widely different from 
their own; wherein they were impowered to make 
Laus for cheir better Government, to exelude all 
Foreigners the Benefit of their 7 rade and Franchiſes, 
and in ſhort, to do all things neceſſary for the Sup- 
| Req and Well-being of the Body Poliuc, without 


eſtriction, or Control. 
Havinc no Form of Government, preſcribed 


. Toy Charter, they ſet about framing one; and in time 
; citabliſhed a civil Conſtitution, not inferior to thoſe 
of Athens or Rome: For they had all the Convenien- 
cies, without the Incenveniencies, of theſe Govern- 
ments. 
in ſome Sort, in a State of Nature, with chuſing 
a Chief Magiſtrate to preſide over them; and him 

they at firſt ſtiled a Provoſt, perhaps in imitation of 
7 thei Mother-City, * 
was changed for that of Mayor. And they appointed 

two other ſubordinate Magiſtrates, 
or Bailies, which were Bail: 65 or Wardens of Fran- 
chiſes, or a Sort of Joint. vice-gerents to the Chief 

Magiſtrate. 
by Edward YI. and though they, thereby, became 
Officers of the Crown, as well as of the City, their 

Election or Appointment was continued, as before, 

in the Aſſembly of the People; and: ſa it remained, 
till altered by the New-:RuLes in 1671 and 1672. 

as ſhall be hows: in the Sequel, 


They began, as is common to People left, 


In proccſs of time, this Titule 


called Bailiffs, 


Theſe Officers were created Sheriffs, 


Wurm the Citizens increaſed ins; dba and 


FFF Guilds was eli hed... uhend:-os 


ſoon as it was found inconvenient for the Body of 
_ People, on account of their Multitude, to * 
$ ſemble, 


[ 14 ] 


ſemble, as heretofore they were accuſtomed, in a 


collective Body, to deliberate on-the Affairs of the Citi: 


City, they. appointed a ſelect Number of the Citi- 
Zu, for greater Convenience, as ſort of Delegates, | 
or a Repreſentative Bady, to tranſa& the public Af- 


J aſid 


ro! 


fairs; ; and thoſe they called the Common Covuncir. upo 


But wiſely foreſeeing the Degeneracy and Corrup- 
tion, that human Nature is expoſed to, when un- 
limitted Power is independently veſted in the Hands 
of a Few; they, as far as human Wiſdom could 
reach, provided againſt the future Corruption of 
their Repreſentatives, in every Shape, by giving 
them only. a Power of propoſing and framing of © 
Acts. And thus by reſtraining and limitting the 


Power of their Council, like the old Romans, juſtly 


reſerved the Sovereignty, in their own Hands. This 
was moſt happily effected, by the Inſtitution of the 
_ Darien Lagh, or Court of Darein-hundred, which, 
if I rightly underſtand theſe obſolete Terms, imply, 


the Dernier Reſort, the ultimate Law, or the laſt 


Reſult of the Powers of the People. In order to 


give this Court due Weight and Power, the Aſſem- 
blies of the Council were appointed to be held on cer- 
rain ſtated Days, known to the Citizens | in general, 


And tho', now, no Citizen had a Vote in the A 


ſembly, but the choſen Number ; yet, every Citizen 


had a Right to be preſent, to ſee the Behavior of 
his Repreſentative, and hear the Debates of the 
Aſembly; not only to qualify him for a future Seat 


in the Council, but in order to prepare him to give 


his Aſent, or Negative, in the laſt Court, as the 


Matter ſhould direct, when he came to be called on. 


At this Day, there is a Gallery in the Common- 
Council Room, as I apprehend, for this Purpoſe ; y 


and ſtill, at the Cloſe of every General Aſſembly, a 
Bell is to be rung to call the Citizens to this Ghar 


Court; where the chief Magiſtrate, with the Sheriffs, 


preſides. | Public Proclamation is made, and the 


n .of all the Acts of che Aſſembly are there 


read; 


: x 3 5 fv S 
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F ad; none of which is valid, till it has received the 
ſanction of tlie Citizens in this Court : 
he Citizen pronounces, Nor ALLowed, like the VETO 
of the old Roman Tribunes; the Act ſo prohibited, 
provided the Motion be ſeconded, muſt be laid 
aſide, unleſs it be ratified, by 
upon a general Poll. 
it neceſſary, at this Day, to addreſs all Petitions to, 
and tranfact all corporate Affairs in the Name of, 
the Chief Magiſtrate, the Sheriffs and Commons, and 
the Crrizzxs, 
Corporation 18 addreſſed, ſecondly, the Repreſenta- 


For, if any 


a Majority of Citizens, 
And that it is, which makes 


That is, firſt, the Head of the 


tive Body of the People, who have a Right to pro- 


poſs and frame Acts; and thirdly and laſtly, the 
COLLECTIVE Body, or the People in general, who 
have retained a negative Power, are to be conſulted: 


So that nothing, which regards the Corporation at 
large, can be legally tranſacted, without the Con- 


5 1 currence of the C1T1ZENS, as well as of the Common- 


* Council®, At this time, there is but a bare Form, 
a Shadow of this great Improvement on the Romar 
7 ribunitian Power remaining. The Court, indeed, 


at General Aſemblies, is called, and the Heads of 
the Acts of the Day, are there read, though to 
what Intent, is now ſcarcely Known. 


And for 
greater Convenience of doing things clandeſtinely, in 


Peoſt-Aſſemblies, this Court is never called; which 
ſhews the Reaſon, why all the By-laws - hitherto 
made, which prove injurious to the Honor or Intereſt 
of the Corporation, ſuch as making bad Bargains of 
every kind, particularly deſtructive Leaſes, running 
into Debt, and the like, appear to have been, and 


ſtill continue to be, done in theſe Pe- Aſſemblies. 
Wren it was found neceſſary, for the public 


Good, to augment the Powers of the Chief Magi- 


ſtrate, by National, or By-laws, it was. deemed 


* See the Charter of 38 Edvw. III: which grants the Liberties, 
. of Cort, Waterford, &c: to DunLiN, 


expedient, 


3 


[ 26 ] þ 
expedient, for his Eaſe, and the greater Security 
of the Corporation, to appoint a kind of Privy} 
Council for his Aſſiſtance, ' which were accordingly 7 
choſen of the graveſt and moſt diſcreet of the Ci tis 2 . 
ens, grown old and: wiſe in the Service of the Ci,, 
what Titule was firſt given the Members thereof, 
does not, to me, appear, with Certainty; few, or 
no Records of ſo long ſtanding being now preſerved 
legible. But we have Reaſon to apprehend, that 
as early as Henry IIId's Reign, twenty-four of the 
moſt eminent Citizens were inveſted with this Of. #*: 
ice; and that the Election of their Surceſſors was f 
made in the e and ftands with other AGs, 
entered on the Rolls, till the Reign of his late Ma- 
jeſty King George I. is evident froni the Aſſembly 


* 


Nolls. As e 4 
-Elizabeth they were called Adermen, whit Appel © © 
lation they now retain2: It does not any where, to 
7 
! 
# 
| 


me, appear, that this! Council of civil Elders were 
made any Fart of the Conſtitution of the Aſenb), 
tho! chey in time claimed Seats therein; nor that 
they were inveſted with any Power, or Authority in 
the Corporation, or had any thing more than a Truſt 
repoſed in them, of giving Counſel to the chief Ma- 
giſtrate, and inſpecting his Conduct, as became a 
kind ef Guardians of the People; till King Charles 
I. made fix of the Seniors; Juſtices for the County © 
of the City, and the whole Board Governors of the 
Houſe of Correction, by the Charter of the 17th 
of his Reign; which was inlarged by one of his 


3 


preſent Majeſty, See RemonsTR, p. 20. 
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inveſtigate Truth, without Prejudice. _ © 


NI. y | Charter, relating to this City, that 
Henry II. made, as far as I can learn. By 


this it was, that the Pro pie of Briſtol were 


Frrſt encouraged to ſettle here. The next Grant made 
by Jon was long before he was King, in the Reign 
of his elder Brother, Richard I. That Gram, in 


SRV. 


7 deed, was to the Ciigens ef Dublin, for ſo the Brif 
l Colom called themſelves; when thencs tranſplan- 


ted hither, After this, it is true, the Titule of the 
Corporatian was varied, from time to time, much 
as the Recorder obſerves, from Citizens of Dublin, 
to Provoſt. and Citizens. of Dubiin; from that to 
Mayor and Commonaliy; from that to Mayor, Bailiffs, 


and Commonalty ; from that to Mayor, 'Baikiffs, 


Commons, and Citezens ; from that to Mayer, Sher- 


— 


I, Commons, and Citizens; and laſtly, to what if 


now ſtands, Lord Mayor, Sheriffs, Commons, and 
Citizens: Which Titule was granted to out Chief 


Magiſtrate, by King Ghar/es I, apd not the II. as Mr: 


Recorder aſſerts. I hope no Man will think I 1njure 
the Recorder, when I declare, I'can pay no deference 
to an Opinion, even from him, founded upon ſuck 
palpable Mifrepreſetiiations of Charters, as theſe appeax. 
And, indeed; believe fuch can be of no Weight, of 
Authority with any Man of Judgment, willing to 


Id the next place, Mr. Keccrder informs us; 


*. That he finds mention of Aldermen in Henry 


*. VIlth's, Time, under the Tityle of Furees; in a 
Pardef rom that, King to the Mayor, Jus egg, 
. E * Bailiffs, 


1 


- . 5 
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[34] 
« Bailiffs, and Commons of Dublin; and ſeems 


to apprehend, from a Report of the Houſe of Com- 
mons; that Furees are Aldermen, I do not doubt 


this Information; nor ſhall I, here, queſtion the Im- 
portof the Word Jurte, tho [I have as much Rea- 
ſon to induce me to think, that it formerly implied 
a Juſtice, as the Recorder gives for thinking it means 


an Aldermen. But what all this tends to illuſtrate; 
or prove to this Purpoſe, is, I own, beyond my 
Conception. If it be introduced to prove, that 
the Aldermen are hereby made a Part of the Conftitu- 


| : pr 


tion of this City, I believe it will, to all, appear? V 


but inſufficient Evidence. But, if it be brought as 


a Proof, that Corruption was then introduced into 
ie Corporation, I ſhall readily grant it; and that 


the Furees, whether Aldermen or Juſtices, being as 
guilty, as the Mayor, Bailiffs, or Commons, it was 


neceſſary to include them in this Charter of Indem- 


nity. It is not at all unlikely, that the People in 
Offices, in thoſe Days, were almoſt as void of Virtue, 


as ſome of their Sacceſſors ; that they abuſed the 
Powers and Truſt in them repoſed, by the Crown, 


or the Corporation; that they too cloſely adhered to 


the Intereit of the H@uſe of York, particularly to 
that of Richard III. who had been, in ſome reſpects, 
a Benefaftor to the City; and thence connived at, 


or, perhaps, aided, or encouraged, the Impoſtor 
Lambert Simnel, who was then proclaimed and croun- 
ed, as King in this City; Or, that they ran counter to 

Charters, and, by due Courſe of Law, forfeited, 
or by Force and 7. yrrany, in thoſe Days prevalent; 


were robbed of their Chartcrs, Which might, after- 


wards, for ſome Conſiderations, be reſtored. What 
elſe can this prove? Does it veſt the Ele#ion of 


Furees, or Aldermen, in the Hands of Furees, or Alder- 


men alone? Does bis, or any other Charter, inveſt 
the Board of Aldermen with any Power, Privilege, 
Pre- eminence, or Authority, except 


ſe apper- 


Juſtices, 


"vr 


taining to ſuch of that — as are 


ne 


m. .«< 
« 232 — = 
Sr ˙7˙.. pI 
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Wonder of any, converſant in 
Corporation, at preſent: For, the Perogative can 
never be better exerted, than in reſuming powers 


[35] 


E or Governors of the Houſe of Correction, by later 
q 


' Charters ? I dare anſwer in the Negative. I know 
not what Expoſition of this Charter the Law may 


4 admit; but upon the beſt Judgment I can pretend. 
to form upon the Whole, it ſeems no more, than 


a Precedent to the Crown, for ſeiſing all Charters, 
that are any ways miſuſed, diſuſed, or abuſed. And,. 


if this. were done in our Days, however it may ſur⸗ 


priſe Poſterity, it certainly could not excite. the 
the Affairs of our 


granted for the general Good of any Society, when 


; Mr. Recotder pref mes a 
immemorial, in the Mayer, Bailiſ, Commons, and 
Citizens, that is, in the Common-Council,: of eledting 
Alder men; and that upon Information. * Let us, 


then, conſider whence this Information. 


4 ſoever they are found to be perverted, as ours are. 


17th of Charles I. quoted, by 
power, from Uſage, of time. 


+ * 5 tt 


Wt v3 % 


It appears, 
chat the principal Grants in this Charter, are made 


in favor of the A/dermen.: For, hereby, ſix of the Se. 5 


br ot made Juſtices, ; with Power 
to chuſe others in Succeſſion: And the whole, Board 


„ to the Board, 


are made Governors of the Houſe of Correction. 


Now, had Mr, Recorder gone a little further, he 

migbt have corrected a trivial Error, he ſets out 
with: For, he muſt have ſeen, that by this Charter, 

it is, that the Mayor, for the time being, is made a 


Lok, and his Wife a Lapy : And, as the Alder- 


men got the Election of Mayor into their Hands, as 
before- mentioned; it is plain, this Honor, as well, 
as the other Advantages ; was continued, and con- 
firmed, to the Members. of the Board alone. 
then may be reaſonably ſuppoſed to have made in- 
tereſt for this Charter? If the Aldermen, which is 


Who 


moſt probable; in this Information, at leſt, they 


> may be allowed to have told Truth: Or, if the A 


' ® See REMONST. p. 15, 16, Kc. 


EA ſemlly 


” — ſ— tr» n N » TID" 


——— 


2 2. — —— — as 
oe "OO OTE OP TEN ASE ˙ w 
1 4 - I SI 4 


* « — 0 A; he. — wt 


. . 3322 . - 2 % 2 - 4 r __ — "1 — a 22 

e 4 3 S | IT 
"wk SHI. 3: Ps : : ; . — a x 

1 err ** - * „ *% 5, eco, mam » Wy WR ; * — . W 

„„ ( n * e NE Rn Ramos — 5 FI 4k 
x . #2 . 2 any — 2 > 2 — 1 * p — 4 N. E 
* ods —— — — + gn, A > : 5 2 3 2 
wy = hed — © aa — — — 23 {4 


cp ut 
W * 
rr as * 
— — — 


ally, then, the Caſe. 


1361 


ſenbyy g 
ably J ft and true: For, as the Lord Mayor und 


din muſt, of late, concur with the Commons to 


make an A of Aſſembly, it is reaſonable to judge, 
that both could not have agreed and joined, in this 
Repreſentation to the Crown, had it not been actu- 


that this was not a Matter done in a Corner, nor in 
any Hurry, or Confuſion, plainly appears by the 
Charter's being applied for by the Aſſembly of Eaſter 

1625, and the Recorder, one Alderinan, and /i Com- 
mont, being ſent to Bugland to ſollicite the fame. 
Again, in 16365 by the Lord Deputy's being appli- 
ed to for a Cbarter, whereby the Adermen ſfould 
be made Juſtices. And, laſtly, by the Charter's be- 
ing obtained, and the e and other Lawyers 


being appointed to inſpef and examine it, before it 


Was received; Which Examination it a ain underwent 
in the 15th of. Charles II. All which, Ithink, de- 
monſtrably. prove this Cbarters having received the 
joint Approbation of the Aldermen and Commons, be- 


fofe it was accepted: And, that it would not be ac. 


cepted, and its Powers erecubed, as they have ſince 
been, by the Aldermen, had 4 been found to con- 


tain any thing, injurious to,; or derogatory from, 
the Powers or Rig bi, of the Board, ſeems but a rea- 


fonable Preſimption. 

Bur, Mr Recorder, if T tightly enderftund hes 9 
makes Habt of the Recital of this Charter, and ſays, 
* It cannot control Uſage; 
* no improper Recital, though the power of elect- 
ow 4 Ing Aldermen had' been i in a part of the Corpo- 


ration. ThisI'muſt take for granted to be 


Daw ; In that reſpect I ſhall nor perſume to queſtion 


it. „ Though I 4 ſnould conceive © this Rechal ſtrong 


and 


414 


gave this Information, it muſt be unqueſtion- 2 


This Information muſt there- Af 
fore, I conceive, have been Matter of Faft, not of 

Law ; and, if fo, conſequently, it is pregnant 7 
Proof, that the Election of Aldermen muſt, at that 
time, have been in the me Council. Now, 


and that it would be 


I 
- 
a 
5 os, 

wart 
n 

* 
yy 
1 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* x4 
. 
7 
* 4 
* 
AY 
4 
A 
. 
7 . 
WT 
* 


F 137 1 
vnd l clear Evidence, that the Election of ane : 
| vas, at that time, in the Common-Council. But, 

powever unaſſiſted Reaſon ſeems to ſuggeſt, that no 

| Part of a Corporation can act, in any Inſtance, for 
his the //bele, without proper Authority from the hole; 

end of ſuch Authority, given by the Aſſembly to the 
ZAldermen, there appears no Feotſtep, not the 
Zleft Color; but quite the reverſe, Nor does any 
\ ZChartex, or By-law extant, make the Aldermen an 
hat © efential Part of the Conſtitution of the City, more 
ow, than ordinary Citizens are, or more than the Recor- 
rin der, or any other Officer, or Servant of the Corpora 
the tion. Nor are they once named, a part, or Members 
ſten of the Aſſembly. So that, admitting ſuch a Power 
. as Mr. Recorder ſuppoſes, veſted by the VM hole, in 
nb 3 | Port ; till it appears, that the Aldermen are a 
li- Part, or THAT Part, ſuch a Conceſſion can be 
ld of no Advantage, that I can apprehend, to this 
Je. aſſumed Power of the Board. Moreover, the con- 
„ ſtant, regular Iurollment of the Elechions of Alder- 
it men, with other Acts of Aſembly, from the Date of 
nt this Charter to the Year 1711, is Proof, that, in 
e- all that Time, no ſuch by-lav Was made, and 
18 _ conſequently, that it is a moſt unjuſt, idle preten- 


e- ion; with due Deference to Mr. Recorder. 
„ Bx Mr. Recorder's, frequent Uſe of theſe Words, 
e ku CORPORATE Bopy, THE WHOLE Bopv, and 
„the like, it would ſeem, that ſome Streh is laid on 
„ the chief Juſtice: Coke's Report, in the Caſe, of Cor- 
pPorations, of Michaclmas-T, erm, tne 40th and 4 iſt of 


Queen Eligabeib; which imports, That divers 
j _ , Cities and Boroughs, being incorporated by Char- 
„ ter, ſome. by the Name of Mayer and Common- 
ali, others, of Mayor and Burgeſſes, or Baihiffs 
and HBurgeſses, or Aldermen and Burgeſſes, or Pro- 
* voſt, or Reeve, and Burgeſſes, c. And that 
though the Power of electing Mayor, Bailiffs, 
** Aldermen, Provoſts, Cc. were, by Gbarter, 
e veſtedin the Corporation at large, as in the pes 
4 8 d 5 £ an 


k. 
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” and Commonalty, or in the' greater part of th Way | 


& Commonalty, &c. aſſembled ; yet, that an antienty ke, 
<< Uſage, of electing the aforeſaid Officers, by aF@v07 


& certain ſelef? Number of the Freemen, or Membersth 
of the Corporation, was affirmed to be legal, and 

juſt. Becauſe all Bodies-corporate are impower- a 
15 * to make Laws and Ordinances for the better @ 
Government of their Communities: By Force 
« whereof, to avoid popular Confuſion, Þbeſe are ga! 
1 perſumed to have ordained, that the Election of an 
Mayor, Aldermen, c. ſhould be for ever after Þ 


cc in a certain determined Number, and not in the tbſp 


* bole Bod. 
No Lawyer, the Difference of Knowlede: and 


Capacity conſidered, pays greater Reſpect and De- wa: 


ference to the Authority of this great Father -of 1 a 


Laws, in matters of Law, than I do. But, I dare 
ſay, if I may pretend to underſtand this Sage's 
Words; it would diſturb his peaceful Duſt, had it 
known how thoſe excellent Illuſtrations of the popu- 
lar Laws, which he compiled and left us, are daily 
ſtretebed and ſtrained, to ſerve the ſordid purpoſes 


of ſome defigning*Men among us. Mr. Recor- 


der ſhould ſurely know, that We want not to re- 


ſtore the Eleltion of Aldermen, to the Corporation at 
large! No; we are willing and delirous to a, 


popular Confuſion, and let it reſt in the Hands of à 
ſelelt Number of the Citizens; but that, we think; 
ſhould be the Body, repreſantative of the People, who 
alone appear juftly intituled to it. What then, is 
there in the Caſe of our C orporation, analagous to 


that of thoſe mentioned by Sir Edward Cote? or 


how dots this Report claſh with, what we now con- 
tend for, the Election of Aldermen being reftored to 
the Commdn &zuncil? Is not the Common. Council a 
ſelect and determined Number of the Citizens? and 


is not all popular Confuſion effectually guarded 


againſt; by the committing the tranſacting of this, 
and all other corporate Affairs, to this limited 
Council? Mx. 


2 [ 39.] 

MR. Recorder ſeems to inſinuate, that Uſage is 
Favor of the Aldermen. I know not how this 
thegay ſtand in Law. But admitting, for Argument 
alien ke, that Uſage or Cuſtom is, in this Inſtance, in 

vor of the Board. Let it be conſidered, that, 

by* Uſage and antient Cuſtom conſtitute Law® ; and 
bat Uſage is, in many Caſes, the beft Interpreter of 

E:ws+; Yet, that it is not the Length of the Time 
of an Uſage alone, but the Solidity of Reaſon, that 

woes it Weight C: That Cuſtom cannot take place a- 
#ainſt, or to the Prejudice of, manifeſt Truth || : That 

1 of an Uſage beneficial to One, and injurious io a Multi- 
after tude is void ** : And that evil Cuſtoms are to be abo- 

the bed ++. Then it cannot, I conceive, be ſaid, 

dhat Preſcription is againſt us, ſince it is aparent, 

and fhat no legal Proof can be produced, that there ever 


De- was, or, even, is at this Day, an Aldermen of this 
of City; the Rolls of Acts of Aſſembly excepted; which 


are demon ſtrably prove, that Aldermen were, ever ſince 
72s the firſt Inſtitution, choſen by the Common Council, 

it in full Aſſembly, till about the Year 1911, 
Y.  FuRTHER; upon Peruſal of the Monday Books, 
ly it appears, ſays Mr. Recorder, that the Mayor and 
es A dernen have choſen the Aldermen down to this time, 
and this, he adds, is Evidence, that there were Al 
e- dermen, and ſo choſen, before the time of Henry II. 
% or if it bad appeared by the Charter, that the Election 
d of the Aldermen was in the corporate Body, that 
4 _ ſuch Election was, bya By-Law, reſtrained to a few- 
Fer Number, /o wit, the Mayor and Aldermen, 
) _ which in his Opinion, he judged might well have been 
d4one. Itis a Matter of no ſmall Surprize to me, 
to find, that Mr. Recorder ſhould read-theſe Mon- 
day- Books, and quote them after, as authentic Records: 
They may, it is true, for ought I know, be ſuch 


| ® Coke's 1 Inſt. 155. a. +2 Init, 18, 228, 182. 1. Inſt. 
241. a. J 2 Inſt, 654 | Dav. 1 Tan. 32, b. Lit. 218. 
tt Coke's 1. Inſt. 147. a. &c. as 3 gs 


in 
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time of the greateſt Comfuffon theſe Nations ever 


Nleaſures, at the Height of his unparallelled per. 


— * _ > * 
T; 
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* 
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in Law, tho', as the Board of Aldermen are 


Bach Polttic ; nor a Court of Record, and as one 0 0 


the Corps has often acted as Town- clerk and 'Clerk d 
the T 56 /e, I ſhould naturally judge, that h Bo 


which were wrote and kept privately, by Directio i 


of the Aldermin alone, fight not reaſonably. be pro | 
duced, as Evidence of - corporate As, and Muc! | 


less, of any Matter for the Board, tho', -I conceive; 


they may againſt it. \ Bit to fay, that Buoks, 0 


Necords, kept no earlier 8 1658, can be Evi 
5 


dente of Facts before th eign of Henry the Second 


that is, before the. Engliſh: Foundation of this ah 5 „ 


and above 400 Years before theſe Monday- Bool. 1 


were known, of Heard of, that we can learn, is to 


me aſtoniſhing Þ Perhaps it is Law, and if ſo, we 


muſt ſubmit. Bot if theſe Books prove the Right } 


of elefFing the Aldermen, in the Mayor and Aldermen, 


_ down 10 this time, as Mr. Revorder afferts, which'1 


ſuppoſe he muſt mean, in Law, not in T, ruth and 
Reaſon ; Pray from what Period ?----Even from the 


felt or ſaw; 0 wit; that of the Uſurper Chontare ; 
in the Year 1659. et, a Time moſt fit for the 
Purpoſes of the Baar; who, in Oppoſition to the 5 
Commons and Citizens, came into this Inflaver's 


iq and Corruption. ' Then it was, that the Alder- y 


Men judged it moſt opportune to ſeife upon all the ; 


Properties of the People; to lay the Plan for the 4 


_ Slavery, fince, partly, compleated ; to keep theſe 1 


Journals of their zemporiſing Tranſactiom, and to 
-grace the Front thereof with acknowledging the 
3 of s Yoke; | by ſuing his Highneſs for a Confir- | 
'mazjon of the City Charters. But, then, pray 
where were the Alections of Aldermen entered, be- 
fore the Monday Books were kept? Why, even on 
the Rolls, of Af of Aſſembly, on which they have 
been entered and continued till the Year 171, 


(To be Centinued.) N 
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